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Embrace the Auto 
Photoshop is a very clever program. Adobe has spent millions trying to make life simpler for its users 

and one of the key features is the use of ‘auto’ settings. Here, we will look at just a handful to get 

you started. 

The first one I am going to mention is in Adobe Camera RAW (ACR). For this example, I am going to 

show a very contrasty image. Let’s see how it copes. 

Start: This image was taken on a black beach in Iceland. I was trying to keep as much detail in the sky 

and, as a consequence, the wreckage of the plane has become a silhouette. Open in Adobe Camera 

RAW. 

 

There are two main Auto features in RAW. If we look to the sliders – just above Exposure there is 

and Auto button. Click it and see what happens! 
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Not a bad start. You can now see the detail in the wreckage and the little bit of blown-out sky has 

been sorted.  

The second Auto setting is to do with colour correction. Beside White Balance – click As Shot and a 

dropdown list appears. The second one is Auto. Click on this and see what happens.  

  

This has made the colours warmer. I always think of these Auto buttons as good starting points and 

it is up to you to move the sliders/add adjustments and lens corrections as you see fit.   

Warning: where the technology falls down is when you have lots of cool tones or warm tones In 

your image eg. A night time or sunrise/sunset shot. You will probably have to adjust the white 

balance manually to get the best out of these conditions. 
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Inside of Photoshop there are a few Auto settings, too.  

Adjustments I used to use a lot are the Auto Contract, Auto Tone and Auto Colour. Sometimes they 

work and sometimes they give rotten results. Here, I’ll try to explain how they work and this should 

give a better understanding of why and when (and if) to use these.  

We are all familiar with the levels adjustment where we move the black and white slider in until it 

reaches the edge of the histogram to give a full tonal range.  

Image>Auto Contrast works in a similar way – it darkens the darkest pixel to pure black and lightens 

the lightest pixel to pure white.  

    

Image>Auto Tone does exactly the same thing, but for each individual channel. NB.This can give 

colour changes to your image.  
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Image>Auto Color works as the Auto Tone on a channel-by-channel basis, but also tries to remove 

colour casts by neutralising the midtones. 

 

Again, this setting could ruin a good sunset image! 

Also, these settings can be used together:  
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Many Actions will use these Auto settings, but to be honest I rarely use them as I have colour 

corrected and achieved the full tonal range during the RAW conversion, but it is good to know these 

features are there and how they work to make your images have a bit more punch. They can be 

good for batch processing, but be wary – they can ruin a good shot, too!  

 

 


